
REUNIR: 2025 UNWRAPPED

As 2025 draws to a close, we invite you to explore the analyses and research from
REUNIR. This holiday season, unwrap our research, offering in-depth perspectives
and opinions on challenges to the security, the economy and democracy of the EU’s
candidate countries in the Western Balkans and the Eastern Neighbourhood.

POLICY BRIEFS

Investing in Security: A Policy Agenda
to Strengthen the EU’s Future Members
Read here

How to Bolster Socio-Economic
Resilience in the EU Candidate
Countries
Read here

Building Robust and Inclusive
Democracies: EU Policy Options for
Countering Political Threats in the
Western Balkans and Eastern
Neighbourhood
Read here

Resilience through EU Accession: A
Comparative Analysis of Local
Perceptions in the Western Balkans and
Eastern Neighbourhood
Read here
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WORKING PAPERS

Working Paper On Scenarios and Forecasts Until 2035: Anticipating Foreign
Malign Influence in EU Candidate Countries

In this Working Paper, we investigate future threats to the security, socio-economic and democratic systems of (potential)

Candidate Countries (CCs) for European Union (EU) membership in the Eastern Neighbourhood (EN3) and Western Balkans

(WB6). For this, we develop and apply a complementary scenario-based foresight and data-based forecasting approach to

identify future geopolitical threats resulting from the geopolitical ambitions and activities of China, Russia, Turkey, the United

States and the Arab countries of the Gulf (external state actors) up to 2035.

Read here

Tackling External Malign Influences and the Geopolitics of EU Enlargement
through the Lens of Public Perceptions from the Western Balkans and the Eastern
Neighbourhood

This Paper aims to look at how local perceptions and expectations in Candidate Countries (CCs) are shaped by malign foreign

influences and the “geopolitisation” of EU enlargement, including the interplay of control and protean powers in addressing

these challenges.

Read here

Resilience of Eastern Neighbourhood & Western Balkan Countries to:

…Military Threats

This Working Paper, the second deliverable of REUNIR Work Package 3, aims to understand how resilient the nine Candidate

Countries of the Western Balkans and Eastern Neighbourhood are to military threats, as well as the EU’s present capacity to

assist in building resilience to such threats in these countries.

…Socio-Economic Threats

This Working Paper assesses the socio-economic resilience of the Eastern Neighbourhood Three (EN3) and Western Balkan

Six (WB6) countries. The paper defines socio-economic resilience as a country’s ability to withstand socio-economic shocks,

cope with socio-economic threats and recover in a sustainable manner, including with the EU’s assistance.

…Democracy

This Working Paper, the second deliverable of REUNIR Work Package 5, aims to understand how resilient the nine Candidate

Countries (CC) of the Western Balkans (WB) and Eastern Neighbourhood (EN) are to political threats, as well as the EU’s

capacity to assist in building resilience in these countries.

All working papers can be found here: REUNIR Publications
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OPINION PAGES

Moldova’s New Beginning: Lessons from Russia’s Hybrid Interference and a Test for
Democratic Resilience
Author: Iulian Groza

Civic Mobilisations in Georgia and Serbia: Testing the EU’s Enlargement Credibility
Author: Tinatin Akhvlediani, Laure Delcour,  Daniela Vancic

Rearming Europe Demands Loyalty
Author: Steven Blockmans

Thirty Years After Dayton: Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Crisis Is Not Just Ethnic—It is
Democratic
Author: Dr. Mirza Buljubašić

Georgian Media Are Being Swallowed by GD: Time for EU Action
Author: Salome Kandelaki

Russia’s old-new nuclear doctrine
Author: Tõnis Idarand

Against the War and Putin: Political Views of the Russian Community in Serbia
Author: Kristina Nikolic

All blogs can be found here: REUNIR Blog
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NEWS AND EVENTS

Two-Part REUNIR Event Explored EU
Enlargement Challenges and Solutions in a
Changing Geopolitical Landscape.

Strategic priorities for the EU’s
enlargement policy: A conversation with
the Director-General for Enlargement and
Eastern Neighbourhood…

REUNIR Project at the Belgrade Security
Conference 2025.

REUNIR Consortium Partner, Georgian
Institute of Politics (GIP) Halts Operations
amid Repression.

REUNIR at 18th EISA Pan-European
Conference on International Relations
(PEC 2025).

CEPS Hosts High-Level “Confessionals”
within the REUNIR Project.

REUNIR at EUIA25: Europe in a
Fragmenting World.

REUNIR 2nd Mid-term Conference and
WP7 foresight workshop in Tbilisi
Explores EU Foreign Policy, Enlargement,
and Strategic Autonomy.

REUNIR 1st Mid-term Conference in
Belgrade – “Frontlines of Influence: The
EU’s Role in the Western Balkans and the
Eastern Partnership”.

REUNIR’s Balkan Field Trip: Engaging
Stakeholders for In-Depth Regional
Insights.
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WATCH AND LISTEN TO OUR EXPERTS’ INSIGHTS

REUNIR Mid-term Conference in
Tbilisi

All Videos

Episode 7 - What Socio-economic Threats
are the Eastern Neighbourhood Candidate

Countries Facing?

All Podcasts

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! WARMEST WISHES FOR A BRIGHT 2026

The REUNIR team

Funded by the
European Union

The REUNIR project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon
Europe research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement nº 101132446.
Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not
necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research Executive
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